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Water-Wise Landscaping 
is more than cutting water 
use and selecting plants.



NOT a Water-wise Landscape



Rainfall Matters

……now

US Drought Monitor CA
– March 24, 2020 (updated weekly)



This is your
Santa Ana 
River 
Watershed



See your Landscape as a Mini Watershed

• Pictures of landscapes

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemary


How to Do 
Transition 
from this…



…to a 
Water-Wise 
Garden?



Step –by – Step
Process

A. Planning & Design
Set your Goals 
Determine your Budget
Gather Site Information
Create a Bubble Diagram
Choose Plants

B. Install

C. Maintain and Enjoy!



Brainstorm 
your
Big Idea!



Wants, Needs 
and Goals



Budget

How much to you want to spend?

Pay-as- you go / Savings

Loans

Rebates

Do you have a working knowledge for costs?

Professional vs. DIY

Hardscape, Plants, furniture, Pots

Is your budget realistic?



Turf Replacement Program:
Guidelines for a multi-pronged approach to maximize water utilization 
and conservation.

• 3 plants for every 100 sq. ft. of 
grass removed and no turf of 
any type

• Stormwater Feature

• No hardscape or synthetic turf

• Mulch on all bare spaces

• Replacement or modification of 
overhead sprinklers



Applying for Turf Replacement Funds:
• Check out  http://www.socalwatersmart.com

• In order to receive a rebate, you must apply to reserve 
rebate funds and wait to receive approval prior to 
starting your project.

• After the reservation approval, you will have 180 days 
to complete the project and submit your request for a 
rebate. 

• EVMWD is offering $2.25  per square foot for up to 
5,000 square feet. To verify the full incentive offered 
for your area, please visit estimate my rebate.

• You may be eligible for additional rebates on devices 
such as weather-based irrigation controllers, soil 
moisture sensors, rotating nozzles, rain barrels or 
cisterns. For information on available outdoor device 
rebates, please visit the outdoor device page.

http://www.socalwatersmart.com/
http://www.socalwatersmart.com/?page_id=5389
http://www.socalwatersmart.com/?page_id=2954


Gather Site 
Information

Measure your property
Property lines

Footprint of house
Existing features  - driveways, sidewalks,  

fences, trees, irrigation 
utilities, etc.

Identify lot orientation (N-S-E-W)

Mark information onto Base Plot Plan



Know Your Site’s Environment

❑ Microclimates –sun, shade,
wind patterns and changes
during the year

❑ Views

❑ Large vegetation elements –
tree canopies, lawns, etc.

❑ Elevation changes – slopes,
berms, terraces, etc.

❑ Drainage 

❑ Soil type

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosemary


Design 
Principles of a 
Watershed
Approach

Capture and Use Rainwater

Use Climate-Appropriate Plants

Create & Maintain a Living Soil

Use Highly Efficient Irrigation



Combine 
your Plot 
Plan and 
your Site 
Information

View of your Current Landscape



Demonstration Gardens

Pinterest

Drive neighborhoods

Train Your Eye 
to Water-Wise 
Landscapes



What Shapes 
Do You Like?

Rectilinear

Curvilinear



What Style & 
Feel Do You 
Want?

Formal

Informal



Select Plants for Mediterranean Climates



Plant 
Requirements

Compare plants 
to your site map

Water Requirements (Hydrozones)

Moderate (restrict)

Low

Very Low

Soil types

Sun and Shade Requirements

Size (Height and width)



Group with 
Hydrozones

Group plants with similar water (and sun) needs 

• Water where and when plants need it

• Reduce plant stress, non-beneficial growth, pest 
& disease problems



Low-Water Use & Drought-Tolerant are NOT Equal

Drought tolerant = once established –
plants can survive on:

Seasonal rainfall

Infrequent watering or

Repeated periods of dry 
conditions and recover from 
repeated wilting

Low Water-Use Plants:

A constant classification

Plants always require low 
amounts of water.



Select Plants 
based on 
Form and 
Site Requirements
(then if you like them)

Online Plant Selectors

https://inlandvalleygardenplanner.org

http://www.landdesignpublishing.com

http://ie.watersavingplants.com

Demonstration Gardens

rsabg.org Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden (Natives)

cbwcd.org Chino Basin Water Conservation District

evmwd.com Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District

emwd.org Eastern Municipal Water District

wmwd.com Western Municipal Water District

http://www.landdesignpublishing.com/
http://ie.watersavingplants.com/
http://www.rsabg.org/
http://www.cbwcd.org/
http://www.emwd.com/
http://www.emwd.org/
http://www.wmwd.com/


Unity (theme)

Simplicity (Less plant types)

Balance (Proportion)

Transitions (Low to High)

Environmental modification

Making Plants 
Work for You



Prepare for 
Planting

Living Soil (Oxygen, Water and Life)

Remove turf

Drainage/ berms to slow, spread, 
sink and store rainwater

Plan irrigation valves for Hydrozones



Finish with
Mulch!

👍 👎

👍 👎

👍 👎

👍 👎

Spread evenly over the soil:
to keep moisture in 
improve the soil  
enhance appearance of the landscape



Cues to Care

Mow the Edges
Space Plants Wisely
Focal points
Formal layouts
Bold planting patterns
Signage



Your Path to a Lovely 
Water-Wise Landscape

Beauty

Greater Bio-diversity and sense 
of place

Cleaner oceans/waterways/air

Conservation of money and 
resources



Useful Websites & Information
UC Vegetable Research & Information Center

http://vric.ucdavis.edu/
Gardening Information

http://ucanr.org/fininformation.efm?findinfosub=6
Pest Notes

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/menu.homegarden.html
Weeds

http://ww.ipm.icdavis.edu/PMP/weeds_common.html

Online Order Catalog for UC Publications
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu

California Master Gardener Handbook
Home Vegetable Gardening, Publication #21444
Pests of the Garden & Small Farm, Publication #3332

Local Helpline
951-683-6491
mgriverside@ucdavis.edu

http://vric.ucdavis.edu/
http://ucanr.org/fininformation.efm?findinfosub=6
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/menu.homegarden.html
http://ww.ipm.icdavis.edu/PMP/weeds_common.html
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/
mailto:mgriverside@ucdavis.edu

