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WHAT IS A CALIFORNIA NATIVE? 

California hosts over 6,500 varieties of native plants, 
many of which are found nowhere else in the world. 

Many animal species depend on these native plants for food.

Thrive in different California climates -
Many thrive in the Inland Empire as they are well-adapted to 

hot, 
dry summers and wet winters.

Drought-tolerant after established 

It is a plant that has evolved & adapted naturally 
in a local ecosystem or location

without direct or indirect human intervention.



NATIVE PLANTS FOR THE I.E.













Tree of Life Nursery



Buckwheat, NOT ice plant! 



Ceanothus, NOT pride of Madera! 



Santa Cruz 
Island Ironwood

Not Eucalyptus



Toyon not 
Pyracantha!



https://californianativeplants.com

CALENDAR OF COLOR!

In summer months most native plants go dormant to conserve water,

https://www.installitdirect.com/learn/drought-landscape-design/


SUMMER BLOOMERS! 



CREATE AN ECOSYSTEM!
Native Insects need Native Plants!
All pollinators prefer Native Plants

Provide a water source

Need at least 3 types of plants, 9 plants is ideal! 



POLLINATORS!
Create a buffet or salad bar full of 

nectar and pollen! 
Include nectar plants,  host plants and a 

water source



FEATHERED FRIENDS! 

Coffeeberry California Wild Grape



MONARCH BUTTERFLY!



Kotolo MilkweedNarrow Leaf Milkweed

California Milkweed



NATIVE BEES!





EASE INTO NATIVE PLANTS
PICK 3!



LOOSE THE LAWN!

MWD REBATE!
$2.25 PER SF



TURF REPLACEMENT

In partnership with Metropolitan Water District, 
program provides a rebate to remove turf grass and convert to a 

water-wise landscape with an incorporation of water-saving plants, 
efficient irrigation systems, and a sustainable landscape approach.

The Residential rebate amount is $2.25 per square foot 
up to 5,000 sq. ft. 

http://bewaterwise.com


CALIFORNIA  NATIVE  PLANTS 
SOIL REQUIREMENTS

Should I ??

Amend Soil 

Use Fertilizer

Let the California natives
acclimate to your 

California native soil.



SOIL
What Kind Do You Have? 



PLANTING CALIFORNIA NATIVES

Best time to plant: 

December - March 

How to Plant

Dig hole 2x wider than the planting 
container 

If needed, add 1/3 amendment

The top of the root ball is slightly 
above soil level 

The goal is to get the plant 
roots established in the 
native soil and to grow 

beyond the planting hole. 

page 31





MULCHING!

WHAT is Organic Mulch? It is a natural 
material that will break down over time. 
Green bark, leaves, pine needles etc. 

WHY Mulch?  It reduces evaporation, 
therefore saving water! It also feeds soil 
biology as it decomposes to make 
healthy soil. 

HOW much mulch? 3 inch layer.  It will 
settle and become more dense reducing 
to half the thickness over time.  Do not 
pile it on the plant stem or trunk.  Best 
to apply in Spring and early Fall. 





Don’t Use These! 



WATERING CALIFORNIA 
NATIVE PLANTS

Watering early in the 
Morning is best, 
evaporation is low. 

Once established, 
California native plants can 
survive without  
supplemental irrigation but 
look their best with 
infrequent, deep soaks 
during the dry season.

See page 64 of SoCal Yard Transformation Book for more watering tips.

Soil type may determine:
spacing of irrigation                        

Frequency cycles 

duration of irrigation 

Rates of infiltration.



WATERING CALIFORNIA 
NATIVE PLANTS

Rain is BEST!

Capture Water On Site

Water BEFORE the plant needs it! 

Irrigate (a deep soak) when the soil has become dry at a
depth of 3 or 4 inches.  

Water deeply, but less frequently

Provide the equivalent of a rain event delivering 1-1.5” precipitation

As a general rule, you should irrigate approximately every week or 
ten days during the first year.  



Eliminate the weeds. Do not let your plants compete for 
water with weeds. 
- See a weed, pull a weed, before it seeds.

Reapply mulch at least once a year - 3 inch layer

Insects?  Use an organic product like neam oil or 
insecticidal soap

Prune for shape and to remove dead growth/branches 

CARE & MAINTENANCE 



Maintaining 
Your Garden 



Weeds! 





OUTDOOR WATER SAVING TIPS

Add Berms, Swales, Dry creek, or Rain garden to capture water on site

Rain barrels store about 55 gallons, Cisterns store about 200 gallons or more. 
The rain water is captured on the roof and directed to the container via gutters 
and  downspouts. Great to supplement garden watering. 

Group plants of similar watering needs to reduce overwatering of plants that 
require less water. 

Up to 80% of all plants illness is a result of overwatering! Overwatering 
compacts soil, creates anaerobic soil conditions, makes plant susceptible to pest 
and disease. Native plants will die if the soil is wet and hot in the summer.

Water Retention Garden Features 

Hydrozone Landscape

Rain Barrel/Cistern

Overwatering Landscape



OUTDOOR WATER SAVING TIPS 
WITH EVMWD REBATES 

Weather - Based Irrigation System
Rebate start at $80/controller 

Rebate starts at $2 per High-Efficient Sprinkler nozzles; 
minimum quantity is 30 nozzles.

Rebate starts at $80/controller 

Rebate start at $35 per barrel (up to 2 barrels) 

Smart Controller

Water - Efficient Emitters 

Soil Moisture Sensor System 

Rain Barrels  



Tree of Life Nursery

Inland Garden Valley Planner

California Native Plant Society 

RESOURCES
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